Holiness from the inside
Magen Avot, 19t June 2020

lan Gamse

The unanticipated issue of how to make a minyan in a socially-distanced fashion has
forced us back to first principles. This is an aggadic approach to the key sources...

Vayikra 22:32
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And you shall not profane my holy name, but | shall be sanctified in the midst of the
children of Israel; I am H” who sanctifies you.

Bemidbar 14:27
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How long for this evil assembly whocause others to complain against me? the
complaints of the children of Israel which they make them complain against me |
have heard.

Bemidbar 16:21
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Separate from the midst of this assembly and I will destroy them in an instant.

So what has that lot to do with minyan?

Berakhot 21b
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But how does that make 10?

Megilla 23b (cited by Rashi to Bemidbar 14:27)

YNVTPI {25-15 XIPM} XIP IMNXT PNY /N XIN 12 XN I DN
MNNT YHWN OND NIYYN NN XN RO NWITPIY 72T DD DXV 1)1 1IN
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And similarly
Sanhedrin 74b
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The topic here is not ritual but martyrdom — what counts as “in public” so far as kiddush
hashem is concerned.

Alternatively

Yerushalmi Berakhot 7:3
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So what’s the Bavli doing with all this 999 and 9¥ business? Not to mention Korach and
the spies?
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